[Repair of skin defects of the hand with the reverse forearm fasciocutaneous flap on the terminal radial artery].
A large reverse forearm fasciocutaneous flap has been developed and used to repair defects of the hand. Supplied by the terminal branches of the radial artery, the reverse forearm fasciocutaneous flap was designed as large as 3-5 cm above the elbow with its pedicle located 3-5 cm proximal to the radial styloid process. The flap can cover a large skin defect of the palm and back of the hand. We have successfully treated 42 cases of hand skin defects with the terminal radial artery reverse forearm fasciocutaneous flap. Postoperative follow-up in 18 cases revealed satisfactory results cosmetically and functionally. The terminal radial artery reverse fasciocutaneous flap is a simple, safe and less traumatic method for treatment of hand skin defects.